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• Maharashtra 

Generally, around 1.0 lakh Ha area under kharif onion is taken in Maharashtra.  In 2015-
16, it was about 35000 Ha due to drought.  During the current kharif season 2016-17, till 
now onion seed for about 10000 Ha has been lifted by the farmers from different sources 
from the markets. Sowing of seed started after onset of rains in Maharashtra. Even after 
good rains during the last 15 days in Maharashtra, farmers are not preferring onion crop 
due to low prices prevailing in the markets.  

 
• Gujarat 

During last year 2015-16 area under Kharif onion, was around 65000-70000 Ha in Gujarat 
state. During kharif 2016-17 only about 10500-12500 Ha sowing has been done till date.  
Transplanting of onion is almost nil till date. Transplanting expected to start from end of 
July or 1st week of August. Rains are still vey deficient in kharif onion growing areas. 
Presently rains are not sufficient. It is around 42% deficient compared to average rains during 

the period of 1st June to 14th July 2016. Only in few districts like Geer Somnath and some parts 

of Amreli rainfall is good. If rains are normal in coming days, then area under kharif onion 

may increase up to 40000-45000 ha in Gujarat state. 
 
• Karnataka 

As per revised estimate last year, 2015-2016, total kharif onion crop was about 56000 Ha, which 
include early kharif onion crop of about 6000 Ha.  Whereas in 2016-2017 about 58000 Ha onion 
kharif crop has been sown till now which includes about 5000 Ha early kharif onion crop. Rains 
in Chitradurga, Bijapur & Gadag are still very less. Though overall rains are 15% more compared 
to average rainfall during the period 1st June to 14th July 2016  

 
• Madhya Pradesh 

In 2015-16 kharif onion was grown in 25000-27000 Ha in the state.  In 2016-17, it is 
estimated that nursery for about 10000 Ha has been raised, which is reported to be 
damaged to some extent in Bhopal, Shihor, Ujjain and Mandsour districts.  The total kharif 
onion crop is expected to be about 30% less than last year due to depressing market rates 
of onion, late arrival of rains and subsequent heavy rains.  

 
• Rajasthan 

In 2015-16 kharif onion crop was about 19000 Ha. About 12,000 Ha out of this was grown 
through onion bulblets and balance 7000 Ha was grown through seedlings (nursery). 

 
During current year 2016-17 nursery sowing for about 5000 Ha area has taken place by 
the farmers and more than 50% sowing has been done during last 15 days because of good 
rains in almost all the kharif onion growing areas. Kharif crop through onion bulblets is 
expected to be planted in 14000 Ha area, planting will start from 1st fortnight of August. 
Overall rainfall in Rajasthan are 40% more compared to average rainfall during the period 
1st June to 14th July 2016. 
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• Andhra Pradesh 
Kharif onion sowing season is long in Andhra Pradesh.  Accordingly, Early kharif, kharif 
and late kharif onion crop is taken here. 
 
In 2015-16 early kharif onion was taken in about 2500-3000 Ha whereas kharif onion area 
was about 4000-5000 Ha. Late kharif onion was about 3000-3500 Ha.  Thus total kharif 
onion crop was about 10000-11000 Ha. 
 
In 2016-17 due to erratic & less rains Early kharif crop is about 2000 Ha and kharif crop 
nursery planting is almost same about 1500 Ha. Area not increased during last 15 days due 
to no rains in Kurnool and other areas during last 15 days. Though overall rains in A.P. are 
32% more compared to average rainfall during the period 1st June to 14 July 2016.  

 
• Uttar Pradesh 
In 2015-16 kharif onion was grown in about 11000-12000 Ha. In 2016-17 kharif onion 
nursery sown for about 8000 Ha only because during last 15 days due to very scantly rains, 
further no seed sowing observed.  Over all rains are 3% deficient in Uttar Pradesh 
compared to average rainfall during the period 1st June to 14th July 2016. 

 
• Haryana 

In 2015-16 kharif onion was grown in about 5800 Ha.  Due to low onion price and delayed 
rains it is expected that about 1500 Ha kharif onion may be transplanted by seedling and 
3000 Ha by bulblets during 2016-17. Overall rains in Haryana are still very less, which is 
around 18% deficient compared to average rainfall in Haryana during the period 1st June 
to 14th July 2016. 

 
• Tamilnadu 

Early kharif & kharif onion area in Tamilnadu under common onion during 2016-17 is 
around 1400 Ha which is similar to last year’s area.  
 
The early kharif & kharif area under podisu onion during the current year 2016-17 is 
expected around 14500 ha, which is less compared to area of 16650 ha during 2015-16 
due to poor rains. Rains during last 15 days are almost nil or very scantly in onion growing 
belt. Though overall rainfall is normal in Tamilnadu till now.  

 
• Bihar 

Total kharif onion crop planting in Bihar during last year, 2015-16, was around 1200 Ha.  
During the current kharif season 2016-17 nursery sowing is in progress and the nursery 
sown till now may cover only around 700 ha area. Rains in Bihar are 20% deficient 
compared to average rainfall during the period 1st June to 14th July 2016. 
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• West Bengal 
In 2015-16 kharif onion was grown in about750 Ha.  In 2016-17 kharif onion nursery 
sowing expected to be continued. About 150 Ha onion nursery raised till now. Rains are 
12% deficient compared to average rainfall during the period 1st June to 14th July 2016. 

 
• Orissa 

Area under Kharif onion during last year was700 Ha.  In 2016-17 kharif onion nursery 
sowing still continued and same area expected to be covered in late kharif onion. Rains are 
still 17% deficient compared to average rainfall during the period 1st June to 14th July 2016. 

 
The report indicates that currently farmer’s sentiment to grow kharif onion is quite 
low due to low market price of onion; delay in onset of rains in kharif onion 
producing areas of country, complacency of state governments towards kharif onion 
due to current glut like situation being faced by them.  
` 


